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Japan and Religion 

William Philip Simms, of the Scripps- 
Howard foreign news bureau, recently re- 
ported that the extraordinarily shrewd psy- 
chological campaign being waged by the 
Japanese in occupied areas is taking deep 
root and will make it difficult for us “to 
dislodge [them] when we finally get at 
them.” Especially careful has been Jap- 
anese handling of religious groups. Unlike 
the Nazis, who persecute all religions, the 
Japanese have been studying religious insti- 
tutions everywhere and have been trying to 
win over Asiatic religious leaders of all 
faiths. The people of Asia are loudly re- 
minded of the Asiatic origins of the founders 
of the great religions— Christ, Mohammed 
and the Buddha—and are told that the Asi- 
atic followers of these Asiatic teachers have 
been unjustly subjected and exploited by 
the white man. Japanese propaganda prom- 
ises justice for yellow and brown men, be 
they Moslem, Buddhist or Christian. 

The Japanese are trying to organize four 

great religious groups into an “East Asia 
Religious League,” hoping that the war ef- 
fort will be materially aided by the unifying 
of Shintoists, Moslems, Buddhists and “the 
Christian Council of Japan.” 
In the Philippines Mr. Simms reports that 
the Japanese policy in the Philippines, where 
the majority of the natives are Roman 
Catholics, is to be “more Papist than the 
Pope. And,” he goes on to state, “they 
are working the political as well as the re- 
ligious side of the street. Having installed 
a Filipino, Jose P. Laurel, as President of 
a Philippine Republic the independence of 
which they recognized last autumn—they 
have now disappeared behind this attractive 
front, where, of course, they still manipulate 
the strings. 

“That sort of thing obviously fools very 
few of the well-educated, but the Filipino 
masses are hardly qualified to discern such 
trickery . especially when some of their 
leaders are also taken in... . Bishop Guer- 
rera [of Manila] was quoted by the radio 
as expressing his joy over Philippine in- 
dependence by declaring: 

“Tt is ironical that a non-Christian na- 
tion, Japan, should grant us independence, 
and the so-called Christian nations of the 
West have denied it to us for 400 years.’ ” 
Poor Allied Propaganda Unfortunately 
the London-Washington propaganda agencies 
seem to be entirely incapable of creating 
any counter-offensive to these Japanese tac- 
tics. The only counter-offensive possible, 
of course, would have to begin with the 
proclaiming of a new day of relationship 
between white men and men of color—which 
we seem very unwilling to do. Perhaps it 
would hurt our pride and our investments 
too much. But the final cost of this war 
may not leave our pride and our investments 
as intact as we anticipate. Read again the 
brief paragraph that heads up this issue— 
“God’s Two Plans.” 


India Famine Notes 
With astonishing thoroughness, censor- 
ship has continued effectively to stop most 
of the news of starvation, disease and death 
(Continued on next page) 


GOD SEEMS TO HAVE TWO PLANS FOR MAN. 
is easy and whose burden is light. The yoke is truth and righteousness, the burden 
is brotherhood. But when men reject truth, surrender to selfishness and refuse to ac- 
knowledge that they are brothers with yellow, brown and black men, then God has 
another plan—the hard, ruthless plan of history. In the end, history forces the destruc- 
tion of selfishness and implements the supremacy of truth. Racial pride and snobbish- 
ness are battered down to racial equality by the relentless blows of instinctive human 
progress. That is the lesson of today. It is written over the debacle of Singapore, 
the smoke of Manila and the smoldering cities of Europe. 


One is Christ, whose yoke 


Behind the International Scene 


The struggle with national self-interest in the international scene is reaching 
its climax in this war much sooner than anyone expected. In the last war, the high- 
sounding ideals that clothed the plans of statesmen did not fall apart until well after 
the end of the war. In this war, the idealistic camouflage has fallen apart now, even 
before the war has been won. Russian realism did it. 

While the eloquence of Churchill and Roosevelt built up a proposed structure of 
war aims and a post war pattern, Stalin quietly and penetratingly examined these war 
aims and post war designs and, finding under their smooth and polished surface many 
things which did not conform to the socialistic interests of Russia, has, with characteris- 
tic thoroughness, blown the pretty picture to pieces before the eyes of all mankind. 

Much of this is being kept from the American people, but Christian laymen should 
be prepared to watch these swift and tremendously important developments. Out of 
Stalin’s realism may come a greater chance for peace than from the old method of 
great aims and lofty ideals supported only by self-interest and genteel hypocrisy 
which have characterized so much of our international life in the part. We can’t have 
peace until we are honest and perhaps it takes the ruthlessness of the Russian dictator 
to make us honest. Aware of our shortcomings, we can clear away the rubble of 
hypocrisy and, in humility and repentance, lay the ground for a more enduring peace. 
Confusion Among Statesmen The governments of London and Washington have con- 
cealed the utter confusion that reigned behind the closed doors of state during the past 
thirty days. From all points it appears that a complete upset has come to the entire 
concept with which our statesmen have been working. If you want proof of this go 
back and read Secretary of State Hull’s speech before Congress after his return from 
Moscow. Now, ninety days later, his words seem to speak of a world in another cen- 
tury. 

Naturally English and American statesmen are now engaged in desperate efforts 

to patch up the picture so that war-time morale can be maintained. Perhaps “patching 
up” is the wrong term, for the realignments now being forged behind the scenes go 
far beyond patchwork. They are basic, far-reaching. American and British business 
interests are badly shocked by the sudden realization that Stalin’s latest moves will 
have wide economic effects on capitalistic trade everywhere. It is clear now that Russia 
will dominate great areas which up to now have been rich fields for investment. 
Big Business Reacts The full implications of a powerful completely socialized Russia 
are just now being grasped in many quarters. There has been a _ tendency for big 
business men in England and America to say, “The revolution is cver.” They visualized 
a Russia more conservative after the war than formerly, they thought that Russia 
would become more and more nationalistic and American and British big business seem- 
ed to think that going nationalistic automatically meant going capitalistic. For that 
reason some Wall Street leaders like Lamont, Davis and Willkie have been champion- 
ing Russian interests. They had the idea that, with a more conservative Soviet, Russia 
would become, after the war, a nice big trade area minus all the harsh dangers of 
socialism and revolution. 

The familiar events of the past few weeks have thrown a thick cloud of doubt and 

apprehension over all such hopes. Stalin’s sharp decisive actions have been completely 
beyond expectations aroused when he posed smilingly among the jaunty statesmen at 
Teheran and they have left nothing but bewilderment, embarrassment and confusion 
in the diplomatic and financial centers of America and England. 
Press Reaction Most commentators on the radio, in newspapers and news weeklies 
have tried to smooth all this over as if Mr. Stalin was exhibiting some cute little Rus- 
sian mannerisms, but we pointedly want to advise our readers that any such smoothing 
over is as dangerous as it is unworthy of the tradition of our democracy. 

Mr. Stalin has informed the world that the Russian revolution is not over; it is 
taking new forms, new phraseology and new mottos, but it is not getting gentle, i 
isn’t backing down, it isn’t yielding to the persuasive eloquence of London and Wash- 
ington. Anglo-American statements declared that we of the capitalistic world are 
very fond of Russians, understand their revolution and, if they'll just not disturb our 
capitalism and world trade structure, we'll not interfere with their sovietized system; 
we can all live together as nicely as though nothing out of the way had ever happened 
between us. We gaily erased the past and thought that Stalin would do the same. 
Russian Memories Stalin and his colleagues remember too well the efforts of the 
British, French and American governments, after the past war, to destroy the infant 
Soviet, first by military interference and later by blockade and starvation. (Ten million 
Russians died of starvation in 1920-21-22 while the Allies allowed little food through 
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War and Morals 


Although agencies such as the USO, the Red Cross and the 
Y.M.C.A. are doing excellent work, wartime conditions have created 
problems for American young people that are all but indissoluble. 
In war centers, overcrowding, inadequate housing and recreational 
facilities, fly-by-night shopkeepers and clip joints produce so sordid 
an environment that the lives of many of our American boys and 
girls may be disastrously affected for years to come. What effect 
will these conditions have on family life and on society as a whole 
in a post-war world? And why is it that newly built or renovated 
beer joints, honky-tonks and similar unsavory places can secure vital 
materials—metal ahd plumbing equipment—while schools, churches, 
homes and businesses are refused priorities? Owners of bars, taverns 
and new houses which openly rent to prostitutes must have influen- 
tial contacts with high-up authorities to get priorities for building 
material which is denied decent citizens. 

The city of Norfolk, Virginia is a case in point. Norfolk’s nor- 
mal population is about 130,000. With the addition of 150,000 war 
workers and 200,000 sailors crowding into the city almost overnight, 
Norfolk has become, almost literally, “an enormous madhouse.” 

\ report made by a New York Times investigator gives some 
very significant sidelights on the impact the war is making—because 
of conditions such as those which exist at Norfolk—on our young 
pecple. Apart from the fact that Norfolk must find accommodations 
ia housing, transportation, food and recreational facilities for its 
influx of war workers, it must also make provision for the entertain- 
ment of Navy personnel who come into the city on liberty. The 
Times correspondent wrote: 

“Granby Street was a solid sea of bobbing flat-hats as sailors 
came ashore to seek civilian food and entertainment. Within two 
hours of the liberty break, every restaurant, every honky-tonk, 
Western Union office and the USO places were crowded to the virtual 
exclusion of Norfolk’s bewildered populace. Long queues formed 
outside these establishments as other sailors and GI’s patiently waited 
their turn.” 

The USO and the Navy Y stage dances for the service 
the men outnumber the girls seven to one. One girl measured her 
dancing mileage by strapping a pedometer to her ankle. By the 
end of the evening she had covered thirteen miles. 

The chairman of the local recreation committee declares that, 
while the USO is doing an almost superhuman job in trying to meet 
the local need, not all service men like the USO atmosphere. “That's 
why you find more soldiers and sailors in beer joints than you will 
find in USO clubs,” he said. “There is a need for a recreation 
middle ground between dives and divinity.” 

In this confused and raucous atmosphere, prostitution flourishes. 
Between 1,500 and 2,000 prostitutes quite openly hung about the city’s 
main streets until Navy doctors, worried about the alarming rise in 
venereal infections among men back from liberty, demanded action. 
“Action” resulted in driving prostitution under cover where city 
medical authorities lost even the slight control they had had. Road 
stands and trailers were taken over by prostitutes and the rate of 
infection continues to grow. 

Prostitutes who are arrested and jailed have to be released again 
because, as the Chief of Police put it, “due to lack of facilities it 
was necessary as twenty-five [prostitutes] were put in, to let twenty- 
five out.” 

The Times reporter goes on to state that, “There was some talk 
of the federal administration providing some place for treatment of 


men but 
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these women but nothing ever came of it, though the need is as great 
if not greater than ever.’ 

Despite wartime scarcity of metal products and plumbing equip- 
ment, cheap liquor joints manage to get all the materials they need 
for carrying on their demoralizing trade. Here again occurs the 
question—through what secret arrangements do the beer parlors and 
‘nip joints” (places that sell liquor against the law) get priorities ? 
How do operators of these places of dubious entertainment, which 
cheat and rob the service men, secure products which more worthy 
customers fail to get? 

Many of the men hang around the beer joints soley because they 
don’t know what else to do with themselves. Mostly they’re home- 
sick, but the homelike places are hard to find and the beer parlors 
are always ready and waiting. The Y is always filled to overflow- 
ing. Soldiers and sailors sleep on the floor, in telephone booths and 
in chairs. Somehow just being there, at the Y, makes them feel 
closer to home. A Y worker told of an evening recently during 
which a young hostess began to play a well-loved song on the piano. 
Sailors left their games and their letter-writing and gathered around 
the piano, the remembrance of home reflected in almost every face. 

i'd representative is quoted as saying, “You can't describe tlie 
net in terms of statistics. These kids are just in from hell and 
high water. They’ve seen a lot that a kid shouldn’t have to see. 
Now they’re hungry for just a brief glimpse of home as they knew 
it—for the sound of an American girl’s voice, for the touch of a 
woman’s hand, for little things like that.” 

But the dives and the joints get the high-priority materials and 
flourish everywhere to dull and destroy in the nation’s young people 
the precious memory of Christian American home life. In the face 
of such conditions in American communities how much moral con- 
Viction will survive the war; what kind of citizens will the war 
generation become? 


Bibles and the War 


An indication of the spiritual needs ard attitudes of our fighting 
men can be found in the unprecedented demand for Bibles and New 
Testaments. Two great organizations report a distribution, through 
chaplains, in the millions. The American Bible Society has supplied 
more than 2,500,000 Bibles to service men since Pearl Harbor, and 
the Gideon Society more than 3,000,000. 

The experiences of lifeboat survivors at sea, of which the Ricken- 
backer account was typical, convinced the American Bible Society 
that a copy of the scriptures should be standard equipment on every 
raft and lifeboat. Accordingly, copies of the Bible in waterproof 
covering are now supplied to every ship which comes under the juris- 
diction of the War Shipping Administration. 

A story appeared recently in The New York Times concerning 
two Bibles which saved the lives of their owners. During a Guadal- 
canal battle, one Bible deflected a piece of shrapnel from the heart 
of a soldier. The other Bible, a steel-covered edition carried by a 
bombardier, was lacerated by flak fragments which, remaining lodged 
in the Bible, did not harm the flyer 

The needs of war prisoners are recognized and hundreds of thou- 
sands of Bibles are distributed in the camps: English translations 
for American and English prisoners held by Germany; French trans- 
lations for German-held soldiers of France; Japanese, German and 
Italian translations for war prisoners in this country. The distribu- 
tion of almost 300,000 copies of a Russian translation of the Bible 
to Russian war prisoners in Germany may have a most significant 
effect on the Soviet official attitude toward religion in Russia in the 
post-war world. 





